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Interview with Gaptain.BryanBerry

Bob Sherfy: 1would like to ask you some questions about something you allegedly saw
on May 26, 2003, Memorial Day, in the dormitory at Station 1. | am going to start the
questioning by asking, first of all, what was your assignment on that day?

Captain Perry: [ was on temporary assignment to Olive Drive recovering from surgery.
Because of the pay status, even though it was a holiday and I am assigned to hourly instead
of shift duty, [ have to make that time up. So essentially even though it was a holiday, 1
had to work an eight hour day. My original duty assignment was at Olive Drive Training
Facility and on that day [ reported there and checked on the status of Olive Drive. The
Chief and the rest of the staff were on vacation. So after spending some time out at Olive
Drive, | went to Station | and reported to the Battalion Chief.

S: About what time did you arrive at Station 1?
P: About nine o'clock.

S: Was this nine o’clock in the morning?

P: Yes.

S: And who did you report to?

P: Chief Toler.

S: Is he a Battalion Chief?

P: Yes he is.

o1 Did Chief Toler instruct you to do anything?
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P: Chief Toler didn't have anything immediate instructions for me. I had to take care of
the vehicle which was issued to me by the City. So I spent about an hour checking out,
cleaning, and lubricating the staff vehicle that was provided me.

S: At some point did Chief Toler ask you to take care of the routing system?

P: I volunteered to take care of the routing system. [t was a job that needed to be done.

o

Did you work on the vehicle before you did the route?

P: Yes, Idid

S: About what time did you begin the routing system?

P: It took me a half hour to 45 minutes, to prepare all the routing envelopes and the
equipment that I was to distribute to all the stations. First I prepared and then I left to do
the route.

S: When you say routing, that means you go from station to station?

P Yes

8: What is that you do when you go from station to station?

P: Delivering equipment, delivering station-needed materials, and correspondence
between the stations.

S: | understand there was a tour that day at Station 1. Is that correct?

P: Yes. Yes, there was.

S: Did you become involved in that too?

P: Yes. Actually, initially the Firefighters assigned at Station 1 were provid’
to a number of children and parents from a local church group. About ¢
structure fire call came into the station and the Firefighters that wer

the time had to get on their apparatus and leave to go to the struc

on their apparatus and left, I kind of took over the tour.

S: About what time was that?

P: Ibelieve it was approximately 10:00 a.m.

S: So was this befare you went out on the routing system?

P: Yes. This was before 1 left.

Page 2

P:\Investigations\Pratt Scudder - Perry 2




S: So did you then walk the people there through the remainder of the tour?

P: Yes. [ walked them through the dormitory at Station 1, through the locker rooms, the
bathroom facilities, what we call the Squad Room which is basically a living room, and
the Chief’s office.

S: At some point, did the crew from Station 1 return from the fire?

P: Yes. When I completed the tour of the interior of the station, the Firefighters got back
from their assignment, and took over the remainder of the tour.

S: About time was that do you think? Your best estimate.
P: My best estimate would have been 10:15 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

S: Let's say about 10:30 a.m., what did you do after your duties with the tour ended and
the crew from Station | returned? What did you do next?

P: 1finished preparing materials to be delivered to the stations and [ departed.
S: You are talking about the routing system?
P Yes.

S: And the car that you had been working on, is that the car that you used to go on the
route?

P: Yes. The City staff car given to me.

S: How long were you gone on the routing tour?

P: About two hours.

S: After that was over, did you drive back to Station 1?
P: Yes, 1did.

S: About what time did you get back to Station 1?

P: About 1:00 p.m. It was after the crew at Station | had eaten lunch and cleaned the
Squad Room and they all kind of went their separate directions.

S: Now did you come back to Station 1 to tell Chief Toler that you had finished the
routing system?
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P: Yes, Idid.
S: Were you able to contact him?

P: He was busy. He was on the phone. But I came back. I made my appearance. Went
to the Captains’ office and made my appearance known that I was back at the station.

S: Had you gone to lunch yet?
P: No, I had not
S: Where you going to go to lunch at that time?

P: Yes, shortly after.

(7]

: After you attempted to speak with Chief Toler, I think he knew you were back even
though you were unable to talk to him?

P: Yes.

S: After you saw Chief Toler, what’s the next think you did?

P: During the tour that I was providing to the parents and the children, I noticed that in
the dormitory area at Station 1, there were a couple of surfboards that were lying on the
beds of one of the Firefighters in the center row of the beds. And I thought since I'm
involved in surfing, that’s where my interests and my hobbies are, that I would go and
inspect the surfboards, check them out.

S: Were you able to see these surfboards in the dormitory area?

P: Yes, I was.

8: I'm going to hand you a piece of paper here. I would like to have you draw me, the
best you can, the area of the dormitory. Show me what the dormitory looks like, the

entrances, and so forth, where the beds are. I'll give you a moment here to draw it.

P: I'll draw it with a north and south and as best I can remember. These are exits right
here (o the north.

S: Why don't you write the word exit there so we will know that that E means exit as

opposed to east.

P: Okay.

-
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S: First of all, why don’t you draw as best you can where the beds are located within the
dormitory. Then when you are done drawing the beds, show me which bed the
surfboards were on.

P: The center column of beds, and [ don't have the exact number of beds. I don't know
exactly how many.

S: If you can estimate, give us an estimate. That would be fine in your drawing,

P: Iwould say 12.

S: Okay.

P: There was a row of beds on the east wall and there was a row of beds along the west
wall of the dormitory. And that is to accommodate every Firefighter and Engineer

assigned at Station 1.

S: When you a done drawing the beds, about how many beds have you drawn on that
piece of paper that you recall? About 247

P: Yeah, about 24.
St Is that about right? About 24 total beds, would you say approximately?
P: I'm only guessing. Approximately, It’s close.

S: Okay. It's close. You may be off a few, but you are not off my as many as 10?
Would that be a fair statement?

P: I would think so.

S: Now you said you saw some surfboards on the bed, Now where were you standing
when you first saw the surfboards?

P: When I did the tour, [ was no more than two or three beds deep on the east side of the
row in between the beds.

S: Let me interrupt you for a minute, I don't want to talk over you. We are starting to
talk over each other. Let me slow down a little bit here. Earlier in the day when you
mentioned the tour, you had been in the dormitory at that time?

. Yes

S: And that’s when you had observed the surfboards on the beds for the first time?

P: Yes. Isaw the surfboards while I was giving the tour
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S: Can you show us on approximately which bed the surfboards were on?

P: The surfboards were in approximately the center of the bed along the center columns,
but on the west side of the columns.

S: Is that where you put an X?

P: Yes.

#]

: So the X represents the surfboards. Correct?

P: Yes.

A2

Now getting back to where you were about 1:00 p.m. or so, you said you made the
decision to go in there to look at those surfboards, Is that correct?

P: Yes.

S: So had you made that decision to go in and look before you actually walked into the
dormitory?

. Yes.
S: Show me where you entered the dormitory.
P: Ientered the dormitory at the south entrance.

S: Was that the same entrance that you entered the dormitory earlier on in the day when
you gave the tour?

P Yes,
S: At 1:00 p.m., you came through the same entrance?

P: Yes,

vl

What is the very next thing that happened after that?

P: I made my way down into a short entrance way until I came into the main dormitory
area and [ made a left at the end of the wall, left at the end of the south wall.

S: Can you draw with a line, or however you want to indicate it, your path that you took
at 1:00 p.m. in the dorm.
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